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DIRECTOR’S CUT  
by Renee Mehl 
Congratulations to all of our Midshipmen, Skippers and XOs for 
completing a successful summer of offshore training! We 
survived the monsoon season, opening of the floodgates on the 
Conowingo Dam, storms at sea, and navigating group dynamics 
and small unit leadership in challenging conditions. Our port 
hosts were all fantastic. Sponsor families in Stamford, Bristol and 
Mystic opened their homes (and perhaps their refrigerators) to our 
intrepid Midshipmen for well-deserved rest and relaxation, and 
everyone enjoyed their visits and community relations events in 
those ports, plus Boston, Newport and Freeport. We met our 
mission of completing 30 sorties, and trained 4 Army Cadets, 8 
international students, and 227 Midshipmen crew, plus 8 
Midshipman CO/XOs.     
 
Bravo Zulu to all the volunteers who contributed over the summer 
by participating as a Skipper, XO, extra instructor, ground school 
instructor, or check ride evaluator. We couldn’t run this program 
without your dedication, talent and flexibility! Double thanks to 
those who did double duty on two blocks, or who filled in our last 
minute “three hour tours” of the Severn River for check rides. Our 
OSTS team of LT Vernam, LT Reed, ENS Morrison and ENS 
Young did a great job keeping the many moving parts on track 
over the summer, so a huge thank you to them too. The Cutter 
Shed sailors, civilians and leadership kept the boats running and 
provided support for the few problems we had this summer.     
 
We had a few incidents that will be presented during our end of 
summer debrief sessions for Skippers and XOs in mid-
September. This is a training environment so we examine the 
things that didn’t go as planned so we can learn from them and 
improve. The debrief sessions will be by Block. Overall it was a 
great summer, but we’re always looking for things we can do 
better. I’ve been reading through the post cruise reports and there 
are some good ideas in there about presenting leadership lessons 
during the offshore legs that we will develop and introduce during 
winter training.    
 
We look forward to welcoming a new group of volunteers this 
fall, and hope that many of the Midshipmen who participated this 
summer as crew will come back for their XO qualification so they 
can help lead their peers next summer.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE FLEET CAPTAIN 
by John Formisano 
At this point I know that we have put the summer Blocks behind 
us, and now the best of the memories from the Block are what is 
staying with you. I can’t thank everyone enough for the time and 
effort that you put in on the water and for the “other” hours spent 
in planning for, doing the Block paperwork, and the recap of you 
transit.  In the near future you will see a note from Renee inviting 
you to attend the recap meeting and I hope you’re able to attend, 
as these sessions are invaluable in shaping the changes that make 
the program better in future years. 
 
Nearby you will see the comments from our Maintenance 
Director, Captain Dave Jackson. Anyone who has sailed knows 
that the one constant on sailboats is that things break on 
sailboats.  I think the list shows the majority of things that were 
consistent across the fleet of Navy 44’s, but obviously it can’t 
include everything that happened.  I certainly experienced a few 
of these issues on my boat. As you think about the Block, by now 
you probably recognize that these maintenance casualties 
underway offer some of the most satisfying and memorable 
training opportunities for our Midshipmen crews. In my case, I 
was able to work through an engine starting issue with my 
Midshipmen engineer.  I know that he had a sense of satisfaction 
when the engine finally started, and this memory of encountering 
an external problem critical to the mission and resolving it will 
be something he remembers long after walking away from 
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RENAISSANCE for the last time. I was happy to write up a 
nomination for the Bing Simpson Maintenance Award for him, 
and I hope you take the time to do the same for the Midshipmen 
on your Block who went over and above to contribute to a safe 
and successful Block sail. I look forward to seeing everyone soon. 
 
MAINTENANCE DIRECTOR NOTE 
by CAPT(ret) Dave Jackson, USN 
Thanks for a great summer. Your Cutter Shed team enjoyed 
working with each of you as we kept boats moving through the 
water. Overall, the boats (and crews) held up well. Here's an 
overview of maintenance issues from this summer: 
• Removal of galley sink ball check valve was a welcome 

modification. There was no reported food blockages in the 
sink drains this summer. However, a couple crews still had 
problems with the galley sink draining ... if they had only 
opened the through hull valve!  

• We only had two Racor alarm issues this summer on NA-32 
and NA-34. NA-34 was due to a loose fuel fill cap, and was 
resolved by tightening the cap, then removing the water and 
sludge in the Racor bowl, topping it up with clean fuel from 
the small diesel bottle in the spare engine fluids locker, and 
replacing the filter. This winter all OSTS STC fuel tanks are 
being replaced to remove the risk of a leaking tank due to 
corrosion. If you get a Racor alarm, the entire bowl needs to 
be sucked clean and then wiped down before replacing the 
filter. 

• There were very few head issues. Please tell your crews that 
if the head is hard to flush, stop pumping and check that there 
is sufficient room in the holding tank, valves are properly 
aligned, or there are no clogs in the lines. 

• On each Block we had one boat with a house battery charging 
issue. That's one too many. We will continue working to 
improve there. During the winter training we will 
concentrate on how to troubleshoot charging issues. 

• We had a couple boats where the Furuno or VHF radio did 
not want to power up, probably due to overheating. We plan 
to install fans inside the Furuno cabinet this winter. 

• We also had some issues with engine starter motors. This 
winter we will install a terminal block so that there's only one 
lead going to the starter positive terminal.   

• All the SSB microphones have experienced rubber 
crumbling at the base of the plug.  ICOM is replacing all of 
the microphones. 

• During Block 3, debris in the Chesapeake from the 
Conowingo Dam sensitized crews to a loss of engine 
cooling.  Crews learned that you will hear a louder exhaust 
along with a loss of overboard discharge. Besides cleaning 
the sea strainer, crews often times had to clean the elbow 
between the through-hull valve and the strainer. 

• We had two boomvangs destroyed due to cranking the main 
boom down, either to rig a storm trysail or to stabilize the 
boom when bringing down the main.  Once the boomvang is 
fully compressed, please do not keep cranking the main sheet 
or a preventer to lower the boom. 

• When using fenders please tend them by hand as you move 
the boat. If they are tied off on the lifelines they can catch 
and possibly do some damage to the boat. 

 
As we get ready to build the winter maintenance package, please 
let us know if there's anything that needs to be done to the fleet 
or on a particular boat. 
 
NEW VOLUNTEERS’ ORIENTATION 
A New Volunteer meeting will be held on Monday, August 27th 
at the Robert Crown Sailing Center. There will be 2 sessions, at 
either 1215 or 1700. We’re looking for volunteers who can work 
with our Midshipmen during the summer of 2019. The job is 
mentally and physically challenging, but the rewards of working 
with our future leaders is well worth it. We need active duty or 
retired military with leadership and some navigation background, 
who we will teach how to sail, and civilians with sailing 
experience, preferably offshore sailing, who we will teach 
military procedures.  Midshipmen who are interested in 
becoming an XO are encouraged to find out more at the 1215 
meeting.   1/C Midshipmen who are interested in working with 
us as TAD Ensigns and 2nd LTs are welcome to join the XO 
training pipeline.  New civilian volunteers will need to park in 
town and walk in Gate 1 to the meeting. Please bring a 
government issued ID (drivers license or passport) to walk onto 
the Academy Grounds. We will provide a parking pass 
application once you’re enrolled in the program.    

FALL NAVY 26 (COLGATE) TRAINING 
We are offering training in the Navy 26s starting on August 27th. 
This is a pre-requisite for the Navy 44 training that will start in 
October. You will be able to sign up online and sail at your own 
convenience for two-hour training sessions, lessons are available 
during the week, and on weekends.  Once you master the sailing 
skills and the standard operating procedures that are specific to 
the Navy 26, you will get a recommendation to take the check 
ride, and will need to pass a comprehensive written test. You only 
need to do this B-qualification once for OSTS. If you are an active 
volunteer and want to check the Navy 26 out for proficiency 
sailing, you will need to keep your B-qualification current 
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(annual basis). All new volunteers (except active duty) must sign 
a Volunteer Service Agreement prior to getting underway.  
Contact LT McCullough for the form.  The link to sign up for the 
Navy 26 training: 
 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/18ALT4ZwGEnMeRsR
2f2A9T0uqCwS5AOz6lUDK2jMcrIY/edit#gid=0   
 
SAFETY AND SEAMANSHIP 
by Renee Mehl 
"Nine sailors survive after a collision between a J/105 sailboat 
(LOA 34.5') and a charter fishing boat (LOA 37') on Friday, 
August 17th. The two boats were off Thomas Point Light when 
the commercial boat ("The Hunter"), part of a Kent Island charter 
service, and a J/105 sailboat ("Levitation") belonging to the 
Chesapeake Boating Club in Eastport, collided. The powerboat 
slid over the sailboat, then came to rest with the 
cabin mounted across the middle of the deck, leaving a sizable 
dent. "  

The official report isn't out on this maritime incident yet, but there 
are some important lessons here that we can read between the 
lines. Both boats should have had a lookout, we don't yet know if 
they did. The sailing vessel was the stand-on vessel, but should 
have taken evasive action once they determined the charter vessel 
wasn't altering course. This is the reason why we always leave 
our Engine Ignition breaker in the ON position 
- so we can start the engine in an emergency to maneuver out of 
the way. These situations can develop rapidly, and you won't have 
much time to react. This incident happened on a clear, sunny 
day. Add in fog or heavy rain for some reduced visibility and you 
need to be even more vigilant. We had a situation during Block 1 
off the Delaware Bay where an AIS 
contact was rapidly approaching in heavy fog. We were able to 
get his attention with our spotlight, but had already started the 
engine to get out of the way. This was a close call. The driver was 
fortunately on the bridge and not on autopilot. At our whopping 
speed of 6-7 knots under power, we don't have a lot of time to get 
out of the way of someone doing 25 knots, and you can lose 
critical time because you are watching them and thinking they are 
going to see and avoid you (i.e., analysis paralysis). The people 
involved in this recent incident were fortunate and no one 
died. There have certainly been other encounters of this type that 

ended differently. The bottom line is to keep our maneuverability 
constraints in mind when you see a situation developing and to 
start coming up with an escape route 
sooner rather than later, while you try and reach the other party 
on the radio to make a passing arrangement, knowing that they 
may not respond. 
 
MIDSHIPMEN BLOCK CRUISE AWARDS 
To recap John Formisano’s note, Skippers and XOs please do 
take the time to nominate deserving Midshipmen from your crews 
who went above and beyond to contribute to a safe and successful 
Block sail. 
• RADM Robert W. McNitt Award.  The RADM McNitt 

Award is presented to the outstanding first or second 
class midshipmen XO’s who best demonstrate 
leadership, seamanship, navigation skills, and moral 
courage. 
 

• LTGEN Robert C. Taber Award.  The LTGEN Taber Award 
is presented to the first class midshipman skipper who best 
demonstrates outstanding leadership and command skills 
during their cruise. 

 
• Captain Robert D. McWethy Award.  The CAPT McWethy 

Award is presented to the midshipman crew member (3/C, 
2/C or 1/C) who shows outstanding seamanship ability. 

 
• Bing Simpson Maintenance Award.  The Bing Simpson 

Maintenance Award will be selected on the basis of the 
material condition (cleanliness, preservation, and stowage) 
of the STC as observed at the end of the cruise block, and for 
exceptional maintenance performed while underway. 

 
Please put some thought into your nomination letter. The more 
detail, the better the chance your nominee has of winning the 
award.  There are examples posted on Blackboard. There will be 
an Awards Dinner in late November or early December that is 
shared with the Varsity Offshore Sailing Team. We will invite 
finalists from each category and their Skipper to the ceremony.   
 
PERSONNEL CHANGES 
We would like to welcome LT Jordan McCullough as our new 
training officer.  She has been working in the Cutter Shed as the 
Maintenance Officer, so she is familiar with the boats and our 
processes. LT Catherine Reed is becoming the new VOST 
Operations Officer. Thanks to Catherine for doing a great job for 
OSTS over the past year! We’ll miss you but glad you’re still in 
the building. Other changes at the sailing center include a 
temporary move for LCDR Boehm over to SCRD as their short-
term Maintenance Officer. His duties will be taken over by 
LCDR Shane Fox.    
 
LT Jordan McCullough is a 2013 Naval Academy graduate and 
she was commissioned into the Surface Warfare community. She 
served on the USS Green Bay (LPD 20) out of San Diego, CA 
and subsequently did a homeport shift to Sasebo, Japan in 2015 

Photos courtesy of the Maryland Natural Resources Police 
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for two Forward Deployed Patrols. She later reported to 
Commander, Destroyer Squadron Nine in 2016, based out of 
Everett, WA embarking on the USS Nimitz (CVN 68) in 2017 for 
a CENTCOM deployment. Please welcome Jordan to our OSTS 
team and wish Catherine our best as she moves over to VOST. 
Bravo Zulu! 

 

 
 
 
 

OSTS FACEBOOK PAGE 
OSTS has its own Facebook Page! In addition to this 
newsletter, we will post important information about 
the program to this Facebook page. Please “Like” us 
so you have the program information as it is released. 

We have 360 “likes” to date and growing every month. Help us 
get to “500” likes in 2019. You are encouraged to post any photos 
you have taken this summer. 
 
Please “Like” us at: 
http://www.facebook.com/USNAOffshoreSailTraining. 
 
EMAIL OPT-OUT 
If you are on this email newsletter and would like to be taken off, 
please let us know.  If you have any articles or information you 
would like to share through this newsletter please email to 
richard.robey@gmail.com. As always, thank you for your 
support of OSTS. 
 
THANK YOU! 
 
Ms. Renee Mehl   Mr. John Formisano  
Program Director  Fleet Captain 
mehl@usna.edu  jeformisano@comcast.net 
(410) 293-5610  (410) 991-1008  
   
CAPT David Jackson  LT Matt Vernam 
Maintenance Director Fleet Operations Officer 
djackson@usna.edu vernam@usna.edu  
(410) 293-5629  (410) 293-5616  
 
LT Jordan McCullough CAPT(ret) Rick Robey 
Training Officer   Communications Officer & Editor 
jmccullo@usna.edu richard.robey@gmail.com 
(410) 293-5604  (443) 875-2245 
 
 
 
 

LT Jordan McCullough out sailing with LT Matt Vernam this summer. 

MIDN 3/C Blake Hayden at the helm offshore. 

MIDN 3/C Parker Ellis enjoying the day offshore. 

http://www.facebook.com/USNAOffshoreSailTraining
mailto:richard.robey@gmail.com
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